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A Letter From the
President
Hey, Honors Community! I’m
Zeeshan Muzammil, and I am the
President of the Honors Student
Government for the 2022-2023
school year. I am a third-year
student majoring in Health
Sciences in hopes of attending
medical school one day. I initially
became active in HSG in 2020 as a
freshman during the COVID-19
pandemic, so it holds a special
place in my heart. Before
becoming President, I also got the
opportunity to co-chair the Social
Committee while serving on the
HSG E-board the previous year.
As I think back on what HSG has
meant to me over the past few
years, I see it as a community
where one can grow as a person by
making connections, learn more
about DePaul and what it has to
offer, and be a part of so many
amazing experiences.
The Honors Student
Government Executive Board is
made up of many entities that
improve the Honors Program
experience and ensure that students
can succeed as much as they can
while attending DePaul. The Vice
President, Social and Service
co-chairs, Academic
Representatives, Co-Ambassadors,
Director of Communications, and
Honorable Mentions editors make
up the board. The easiest way to
receive updates about the HSG is
via email at hsgdpu@gmail.com
and our Instagram, @hsgdpu.
Ian and Natalie, our Social
co-chairs, scheduled a number of

exciting activities this quarter
so that students could unwind
during the busy Autumn
Quarter, spend time with other
Honors students, and establish
new friendships. We were able
to effectively manage a game
night, a movie night costume
contest, and a cram jam (study
session) thanks to these two
brilliant minds.
Our Service co-chairs,
Gabriella and Joana, were able
to locate and organize a variety
of satisfying volunteer
opportunities. Thanks to the
connections the Honors
Program has made, Joana and
Gabriella were able to organize
a volunteer activity at both the
Lincoln Park Zoo and the
Chicago Marathon. Through
these activities, people may
give back to the neighborhood
and improve Chicago without
feeling burdened. Our
passionate service co-chairs
enable Honors students to have
incredible opportunities to give
back.
This quarter, Alexia and
Razeen, the Academic
Representatives, conducted a
number of surveys to see what
students in the Honors Program
thought about the Honors
Program and its classes. Both
of these motivated people
make it simple to gather
student feedback and to be able
to communicate information to

Photo Credit: Liz Bazzoli
staff and faculty for adjustments to
ensure the quality of the Honors
Program is at its highest at all
times.
Next, by demonstrating what
the Honors Program entails, our
Ambassador co-chairs, Emily and
Shayaan, encouraged students to
join. Both of them gave students
the chance to find out more about
the Honors Program and use their
personal experiences to address
any inquiries Honors students
might have. This quarter, the
co-chairs of the Ambassador
Program were successful in
enlisting other Honors students to
serve as Honors Ambassadors and
take part in weekend campus visits
for prospective DePaul students.
Liz, our Head of
Communications, ensures that all
information pertaining to HSG is
posted on social media and is
simple to find. Liz manages
everything behind the scenes to
make sure the communication
between the HSG and the students
is carried out effectively, making
them a vital component of HSG.
Finally, we have our Honorable
Mentions editors, with
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A Letter From the
President (cont.)
Julia as the Executive Editor,
Eiman as the Content Editor, and
Nawaal as the Layout Editor. Our
editors are an important part of
HSG as they put together a
quarterly newsletter that helps
summarize everything that the
Honors Program and its students
experienced that quarter.
Understand that Julia and Eiman
edited my page to make me sound
intelligent if you're reading this
right now!
I hope now that the board has
been presented, all of you are
much more at ease approaching
any of us with any questions you
may have concerning the Honors
Program. In any situation, we're
always here and ready to assist.
The past few years have seen a
lot of strange events for HSG,
from COVID-19 and being
completely online to its
after-effects and tackling school in
a hybrid mode. Since face-to-face
interaction was limited, it was
difficult to make the students feel
connected and part of the setting.
I'm glad to say that HSG persisted
in being accessible and effective to
the students during this time,
ensuring that they could make a
difference in any way.
There is a lot of enthusiasm
now that HSG is entirely
in-person, as many students are
eager to be there in person and
make the most of their college
experience at DePaul. I've come to
understand the significance of the
change one person can make in

their lives as a junior. One's
experience in college might
help them discover who they
are and what they want to do
with their lives. It's critical for
me to emphasize that
everyone's journey is unique
and that everyone is precisely
where they should be while
also appreciating what can be
accomplished when taking a
chance on yourself and
believing in yourself in a time
when people our age are
achieving so much success.
HSG was new to me as a
freshman, and at the time, I
was perfectly fine with not
participating; however, I
realized that it was crucial for
me to step outside of my
comfort zone and attend these
sessions on Fridays just to
learn more about it. After a few
years, I am now eternally
thankful to be a member of
HSG because of the countless
connections, interactions, and
experiences I have been able to
make.
My objective as HSG
President this year is to
represent the Honors
community and ensure that
students may be successful in
whatever they want to do
during their time at DePaul. A
couple of initiatives I want to
make sure take place this year
are opportunities to teach
underserved children in
academics and increase school

spirit. HSG should serve as a
support system for Honors
students and as a conduit to help
achieve their objectives. Finally, I
want to encourage students to
acknowledge the strength of their
voices and minds and the things
they are genuinely capable of. I'm
eager to work with you all to make
this a great year, not just for HSG,
but the entire community.
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2022-2023 HSG
Executive Board
The Honors Student Government
Executive Board – or HSG E-Board – as it’s
commonly referred to, has been hard at work
over the summer and this past quarter
planning and hosting events, aiding fellow
Honors students, and keeping the Honors
community up-to-date on all upcoming
events!
This has included sending out surveys to
get Honors students’ feedback on the Honors
Program, volunteering at the Chicago
Marathon and Lincoln Park Zoo’s Spooky
Zoo, hosting a game night and Halloween
movie night, and of course, having our now
monthly HSG meetings! Presented are the
names of this year’s E-Board members and
their positions; please don’t hesitate to reach
out to them if you’d like to get involved in
HSG!

Some of the 2022-2023 E-Board featuring this year’s Honors
Floor Reps!
Photo Credit: Liz Bazzoli

President: Zeeshan Muzammil
Vice President: Ali Arsalanuddin
Social Committee Co-Chairs: Ian McGrath
& Natalia Saavedra
Service Co-Chairs: Gabriella Hoover &
Joana Diaz
Ambassador Co-Chairs: Shayaan
Bin-Kamran & Emily Hamilton
Academic Representatives: Razeen Moffat
& Alexia Suarez
Communications Director: Liz Bazzoli
Honorable Mentions Executive Editor:
Julia Matuszek
Honorable Mentions Content Editor:
Eiman Navaid
Honorable Mentions Layout Editor:
Nawaal Farooq

5

HON 301 & The Chicago
International Film Festival
By: Eiman Navaid
class, films are more than
For my Honors requirement
this quarter, I took HON 301 –
the Multiculturalism Seminar:
specifically, the topic that
focused on Latin American
Cinema, with Professor Luisela
Alvaray. In this class, we
watched a variety of Latin
American films and analyzed
their context regarding society
at the time, and compared it to
the world today. Within the
autumn quarter falls the annual
Chicago International Film
Festival (CIFF), which ran from
October 12th to the 28th this
year. The festival features a
variety of international films
directly relating to our class
topics and discussions. For one
class period, Alvaray decided to
invite the programmers to the
classroom to give a presentation
on what the festival is about and
what students could expect if
they decided to attend, which
was highly encouraged.
Alvaray decided to do this
because, “as we have learned in
the Latin America Cinema

just entertainment. They
serve different purposes in
different contexts.” Alvaray
said that having students
watch international films
provides them with the
opportunity to expand their
minds to alternative
perspectives and cultures
and makes it an intercultural
experience for them, which
is why she invited the
programmers to discuss the
films with the students.
Since the CIFF shows a
variety of films from Latin
America, it relates directly to
the class theme. In addition,
Alvaray said, the festival
offers special opportunities
to connect with the
filmmakers, which enriches
the viewing experience.
Alvaray has a personal
relationship with the festival
as well. She has served as a
judge twice and has been
invited to introduce films
and lead their
post-screening discussions.

“Through the class, students
have acquired historical and
critical perspectives about the role
of films in Latin America,”
Alvaray said. “Hopefully,
they will use those contexts to
assess the new films they are
watching. In this way, they will be
getting a more contemporary view
of the film world and,
consequently, the lives,
experiences, and cultures in Latin
America.”
This class was a great way for
me to learn more about
international film and how it
relates to society and the world
today. I watched films I normally
wouldn’t have and participated in
challenging discussions that
allowed me to think critically in a
broader sense, as opposed to
shallow topics. I also loved
getting to hear the programmers
of the CIFF speak to the class and
discuss their favorite movies and
parts of the festival. Overall, this
class was very beneficial, and I
would recommend this professor
to other students.
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Honors Discover: Industrial
Metropolis to Global City
Reﬂection
By: Grace Slagle

wellness and personality-based learning with our
Chicago Quarter Mentor (CQM) and a Staff
Professional. For Common Hour, we had an

This quarter, I took the Honors Discover Chicago

assignment throughout the quarter to learn more

class. I’m from Texas, so because of general culture

about ourselves and our possible paths, or “future

shock (and weather changes), this class was vitally

you.” As someone who tends to get stuck pretty

important for my adjustment to Chicago and helped

easily, this assignment allowed me to step out of my

me feel at home both at DePaul and within the

shell and face life with a new perspective.

University Honors Program. My class section was

Because this is an Honors class, it’s more

called Industrial Metropolis to Global City. Each day

specific. I love that within the Honors core

of Immersion Week, we explored a different

curriculum, we have the opportunity to explore more

neighborhood. We visited Pilsen, Chinatown, the

detailed topics. My class had the particular lens of

Loop, and Fulton Market and learned about Chicago’s

“Industrial Metropolis to Global City,” so naturally,

history through museum visits and walking around.

we explored two parts of Chicago – its industrial

We also did a service project at the Monticello

history and how it has expanded into a city that’s

Community Garden during Immersion Week, which

touched the world culturally, politically, and beyond.

was a great opportunity for our class to grow as a

Each week, we’d do readings and contribute to a

community and discover more about the Vincentian

class discussion about the course content. I learned a

mission.

lot about architect Daniel Burnham and his plan to

Throughout the quarter, we worked on projects that
implemented the history we learned and the culture

transform Chicago.
My favorite part of this class was the experiential

we explored during immersion week. The video diary

learning aspect. I learned so much about Chicago,

assignment was my favorite to work on. We had to

but virtually none of it was because of traditional

select various neighborhoods around Chicago we

learning. I’ll remember the experiences I had

hadn’t visited during Immersion Week, and I chose

because they were multi-faceted, visceral, and

Gold Coast and Old Town. This was a fantastic

unique. This was my first class and Honors class at

opportunity to explore more of Chicago. I researched

DePaul, and I look forward to more Honors classes

different sites around the neighborhood, including the

and participating in events and activities within the

Newberry Library and the old Chicago Water Tower.

Honors program. Overall, I enjoyed my experience

I also enjoyed my time in Common Hour, a
segment before the lecture in which we’d focus on

within the class as it helped me acclimate to DePaul.
This was a class to learn and connect with other
students as well as the city of Chicago, which I’ll
always appreciate.
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HSG’s Halloween
Movie Night
Article and Photo Credit: Ian McGrath

On October 26th, Honors students
got into the Halloween spirit by
gathering in the Arts and Letters Hall for
a movie night! Because one of our
Social Committee chairs had an
AppleTV+ subscription, we were lucky
enough to view the Halloween classic,
It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown
(1966)!
The Social Committee had planned
on having a costume contest for Honors
students, and although plenty of students
attended the event, there was only one
student who had shown up in costume.
The chairs decided that the student was
the winner by default and won the gift
basket of candy. However, at the precise
moment that the gift basket was being
handed to the student, another walked
in, in costume! Fortunately, everyone
had a good laugh, and the two students
in costume decided to split the basket.

After the students had gotten
comfortable in their seats with pizza,
popcorn, and candy in hand, it was time
for our feature presentation. From Charlie
Brown failing once again to kick the
football to Snoopy kissing Lucy on the
lips while bobbing for apples, there was
no shortage of laughs as we enjoyed a
Halloween classic. When the movie was
over, the crowd headed home, grabbing
some more snacks for the road, no doubt
excited and in the spirit for Halloween
festivities in the upcoming weekend.
Some iconic moments from It’s the Great
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown (1966) featuring Charlie
Brown, Snoopy, and Schroeder!
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Movies to Watch This Fall By:
By: Graham Reid

As the fall quarter draws to a
close, it may feel like we are
transitioning into the winter
months and colder weather.
However, because Chicago has
Chicago weather, the colors of fall
are in full bloom, and the tones of
green, orange, brown, and yellow
complement the chilly nights.
Once finals wrap up, you may be
looking for a calm movie to warm
yourself up or just sit back, relax,
and immerse yourself in another
world. Fear not, for, once again, I
have an abundance of genres and
recommendations relating to
“autumnal cinema.”
Because it was just Halloween
and spooky season, there are many
horror films to add to your
collection or just maybe rewatch,
as they hold up so well. Some
spooky classics include Stanley
Kubrick’s unrivaled The Shining
(1980) – surprisingly despised by
Stephen King – and Psycho
(1960), directed by the master of
suspense himself, Alfred
Hitchcock. Vertigo (1958) may not
be straight horror, but it definitely
feels like fall, especially with
James Stewart and Kim Novak in
Muir Woods. Psycho and The
Shining take us on autumnal
car-ride trips across the country to
very remote locales – the Bates
Motel and the Overlook Hotel.
For more dark horror films, I
highly recommend Mary Harron’s
comical American Psycho (2000),
satirizing 1980s yuppie culture,
and the unnerving

The Silence of the Lambs
(1991) starring Anthony
Hopkins and Jodie Foster.
Hello, Clarice. One of my
personal favorite horror films
is the Japanese
inspired-by-Jaws-trip Hausu
(1977). The visuals are on full
blast here, and Hausu is a film
unlike any other. It is insane; it
is crazy; it is the perfect scary
experience.
Instead of the
visually-inducing trip of
Hausu, the more calming
autumn films that just feel like
the trees are bare and the
leaves have fallen include Wes
Anderson classics like
Fantastic Mr. Fox (2009) and
The Royal Tenenbaums (2001).
For those keen on mystery and
crime, Knives Out (2019) has
not only leaves strewn about
the Thrombey home amidst
Harlan’s death but also an
arguing family, the perfect
setting for Thanksgiving.
The Coen Brothers’ early
film Miller’s Crossing (1990) is
simply wonderful: the shots of
the forest include strong hues
of orange and brown and
ensure that the piles of leaves
are within eyesight. For fans of
arthouse and international
cinema, Kieślowski’s Three
Colors: Red (1994), Ozu’s An
Autumn Afternoon (1962), and
Kaurismäki’s Le Havre (2011)
are perfect for ending your fall
quarter.

Although the scholastic term
is nearing its end, plenty more
place their setting at school.
Back to Wes Anderson, his
second feature Rushmore
(1998), again just feels like fall
alongside classics like Dead
Poets Society (1989), The
Breakfast Club (1985), Lady
Bird (2017), Good Will Hunting
(1997), and Election (1999). If
romance is more your pick, I
can surely cover that – When
Harry Met Sally (1989), Before
Sunrise (1995) (maybe envision
your winter vacation as a
passing romance!), About Time
(2013), and Moonstruck (1987),
starring the inimitable Cher and
Nicolas Cage.
Perhaps drama best suits you
as a viewer when tragedy
strikes in Thunder Road (2018)
and Manchester By the Sea
(2016). Or, if finals are taking
up too much of your time and
you just need some familiarity –
It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie
Brown (1966), Halloween
(1978), and the oh-so-iconic,
trip-gone-bad between Steve
Martin and John Candy of
Planes, Trains, and
Automobiles (1987) is perhaps
the best way to start your long
break, knowing that vacation
mishaps are perfectly
acceptable.
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Snowy Days
By: Annabella Battista
When it snows, it feels as if life slows down. As each snowflake floats gently but steadily to the
earth, there is an incomparable stillness that entrances the world. I sit and watch the world around
me drenched in fluffy white. Sometimes it is dusk, the colorful lights in the bushes reflecting off
of the falling flakes and white ground. A car passes by every so often, the headlights illuminating
the round specks hiding in the dark. Other times, it is early in the morning, the motion of the
flakes visible in the space in which my windowpane is left uncovered by the blinds. Often, I play
melancholy music, relishing in the tranquility of the moment. Occasionally, I sit silently, smiling
to myself, basking in one of those surreal, cinematic moments. Regardless of the time of day or
my surroundings, I always breathe deep and refreshing breaths.
I inhale long breaths of cool air radiating off the window, mixing gently with the heated air of
the house. I watch the snow, a reflection of the settling scene of a snow globe.

Perhaps that’s why these moments feel so still to me, so surreal – it’s as if someone has shaken up
our little world only to set us down and watch the white flakes settle onto the ground, the
characters living inside frozen in their joy. I feel entranced by these moments, trapped in little
scenes untouched by any other form of life. I am swiftly captivated into a feeling of isolation, a
feeling that I am the only person truly alive, and witnessing the magic that this weather alone can
produce. I could sit like this for days, unmoving, thinking only about the beauty of the world, and
I feel happy.
These moments of stillness are what I crave during this time of the year. I begin to
anticipate what the next season will bring, and I allow myself to sink into these feelings of peace
before the time has come to fully embrace the winter, before I have time to sit down and just
breathe. The sun begins to set before I eat dinner, and the air gradually forms a harsh chill as it
grazes the fallen leaves across the pavement. I meditate on these anticipatory thoughts and I
patiently await the end of autumn and the first dusting of snow.
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Student Filmmaking: A
Firsthand Account
By: Andy Krysiak
In February 2022, I developed a rough concept for
a short film about an American soldier who has
returned home following the Afghanistan War and has
deemed himself a judge, jury, and (literal) executioner
in the quest to uphold an idealist notion of American
freedom. I wrote the first draft, got feedback, made
changes, got some more feedback, and made some
more changes. This process is standard procedure for
me, but until this point, the concept of actually
making my story into a physical reality was exactly
that: a concept.
Flash forward to September, and the film has been
officially greenlit. The crew was gathered, the budget
was set, the script was finalized and approved by
DePaul’s Production Office, and I found myself mere
weeks away from being on set to direct my first major
project. We did an intense amount of previsualization
and an insurmountable number of meetings with
various departments. A mix of excitement and sheer
terror pervaded me at any passing moment, sometimes
in an overwhelming fleet of logistical anxieties and
sometimes as a little speck glued to the back of my
head as I was in the middle of class or at dinner with
friends. In short, I cared deeply about the project and
desperately wanted everything to work out; I would
often use the metaphor of having to wrangle 20 dogs
on leashes, hoping none would slip away.
Of course, this was not the reality. In spite of
everyone’s efforts, problems continuously arose in the
form of miscommunication between departments,
last-minute fallouts with locations and cast members,
and unfortunate timing and circumstances. Should I

have recognized that this was common and that these
things never go according to plan? Probably. We
encountered a lot of hiccups and had to
accommodate, at some points, more effectively than
others. But in the end, I’ve found that student
filmmaking is a learning experience on how to be
flexible and constantly adaptable in a fast-paced and
unpredictable environment, as well as a way to
further inhabit and reevaluate your creative voice in
a collaborative space. That final element, then, is
perhaps the most essential: collaboration.
Regarding this, the production was spearheaded
and funded by my professional cinematic society,
Delta Kappa Alpha, a wonderful group of people
who I am honored to call my second family away
from home. In spite of everything, we did make a
movie. I wrote a script, and now it’s going to be a
movie; not because I spent hours worrying about
how shot X was going to be set up in that space or
how I was going to explain to the actor how to say
their lines on page 8, but because I had a crew of
talented, respectful, and diligent people backing me
up and helping me to overcome all the roadblocks,
pit stops, and potholes. I am forever indebted to their
contributions and their recognition of my vision.
It was beautiful to be in an environment where
everyone was learning and teaching all at once, and
that atmosphere will be something I will continue to
strive for with future film productions, and in life
generally. In whatever field you find yourself –
whether you fancy yourself an artist/creator or not –
take the time to observe, listen, and learn from the
people around you. Have trust and let them guide
you alongside personal intuition.
I have sincerely appreciated the opportunity
provided to me and will always look back on it
fondly thanks to everyone’s support and inspiration. 11
My film, Good Soldiers Never Die, is coming soon.

The Notebook,
The Musical!
By: Ella Yates
I have always been reluctant when it
comes to movie-to-musical adaptations. In the
past five years, it seems like most shows
touring or on Broadway are based on an
already existing story. So, when I started
seeing videos on TikTok about The Notebook
(2004) being turned into a musical, I was
skeptical. I had only seen the movie a handful
of times and skipped the ending every time
because I knew it would leave me in tears.
But I kept seeing great reviews for the show,
so I spent two days obsessively checking the
Chicago Shakespeare Theater website to see
if I could get tickets. Finally, on September
22nd, my boyfriend and I went to see the
show. It was our first time seeing a show at
the Chicago Shakespeare Theatre (located on
Navy Pier), but we were impressed with the
experience we had there.
If you have the intention of seeing this
show as a copy and paste of the movie or the
book, then you won’t enjoy this production.
The problem with many movie-to-musical
shows is that they don’t answer the question
of “why does this story need to be told in a
musical form?” It is common for these
musicals to do everything the movie does and
just add a few songs and choreographed
numbers, but that’s not what The Notebook
did.
This musical explores grief, time, and love
in a way that cannot be done in book or movie
form. The characters of Noah and Allie are
played by six different actors to represent
them throughout the years. This is a unique
property of the musical form because it
allowed these three sets of actors to interact
with each other through memories. Having
three sets of the same characters on stage at
the same time allowed the characters to be
observers of their own story, either viewing it
from the future or acting as a voice for their
older counterparts. A perfect example of this

storytelling is when young Allie and Noah are sharing an intimate
moment at the same time as middle Allie and Noah are meeting for
the first time in ten years. All four actors are singing the same lyrics at
the same time, but the meaning changes so much because of the
ten-year gap.
One part of the movie that always bothered me was the first
interaction between Noah and Allie. A scene that is setting up a
relationship that lasts throughout the entire movie starts with Noah
yelling at Allie and threatening to hurt himself if she doesn’t go out
with him. The musical does none of this. Instead, that scene is
replaced with more of a “love at first sight” tone with Allie refusing to
go with her friend because she wants to know more about this boy. In
addition to this change, I enjoyed how the musical focuses less on
middle Allie’s fiancé, Lon, and more on her emotions dealing with the
choice between the two men. This conflict is shown in my favorite
song and performance in the show.
Since I saw the show in previews, none of the songs are listed in
the program or anywhere online, but just trust me that this song is
pure magic. Joy Woods, the actor I saw as middle Allie, had a fantastic
voice that paired beautifully with Ingrid Michaelson’s music and
lyricism. Everything from the changing sets to the powerful ending
lighting of this number gave me chills.
Everything about this experience was magical. The water pit and
onstage rain was something I had never experienced in a live theatre
space, and not only was it impressive but it worked so well with this
show. A lot of people associate The Notebook with the iconic rain
scene, and the musical did not disappoint. The ending of the movie
made me cry, but the ending of the musical made me cry in a way I
didn’t think was possible. The entire second act is an emotional
rollercoaster filled with heart breaking interactions between the past
and the present and wonderful lyrics on the passage of time and the
concept of losing someone you love. The audience didn’t wait until
the end of the final song to give a standing ovation. I have been to
many musicals, but that was the first show I’ve been to where a
standing ovation started even before anyone bowed.
As of now, the media of this show is limited, but the photos and
videos released really display how beautiful this musical is. Ingrid
Michaelson has a cover of the big act one Allie number on YouTube,
and I have been listening to it on repeat ever since I saw this show.
The press reel that the production has released includes a song from
act one and a snippet of the final chorus of the finale. While the show
12
closes at the end of October, I think this musical has a solid chance of
transferring to Broadway.

Originality Sells:
What We Can Learn
from 2022 Releases

original films, as it shows that your strength lies in your story. What
allows a film such as Nope, Smile, or Bullet Train to be so beloved is
that they take the blank slate and use it not to be a side-by-side
comparison of something else but to be a new creation or piece of art.
In a time full of social media that brands themselves through algorithms

Article and Photo Credit: Asia Thomas

and influencers who set trends, this idea of being true to yourself is

Movies have an impact; it is part of the package
that makes them the spectacles they are. It’s the
feeling of walking outside the theater with residual
popcorn coating your fingers or closing your laptop
proudly after a streaming picture has just finished
that keeps so many coming back to give hours of
their time to a filmmaker’s creation.

always a good reminder.

This year boasted great numbers of people
returning to physical theaters, which may be
partially thanks to the lessened pandemic
restrictions, but the films themselves cannot be
understated. Nope, Everything Everywhere All at
Once, The Black Phone, Smile, and Bullet Train
were all released this year in thousands of theaters,
and each one is an original story that grossed
millions of dollars. While there were franchise
films that performed very well, namely Top Gun:
Maverick and Thor: Love and Thunder, it was
these original stories that memorably burst onto the
scene and unexpectedly generated significant
amounts of praise for their uniqueness.
The special thing about sitting down for a film
is that it sparks a mutual trade in which the film
acts as a reflection of the audience while
simultaneously giving to the audience. The success
of this year’s original films emphasizes the
importance of authenticity, and within them, the
connecting thread of originality holds great value
for young adults to take home from the theater.
Originality in this sense does not mean avoiding
norms altogether, but rather it refers to intentionally
stepping away from the box structure of the world
to discover who one is, what they have to say, and
what one enjoys.
Jordan Peele’s summer blockbuster, Nope, was
highly anticipated by those familiar with the
director, but after its release, it proved itself to be
appealing to all as a spectacular, funny horror.
Following the viewing, many, including myself,
took to the internet to dissect the story underneath
the story. The layers of the story generated months
of buzz for the film, and this speaks to the lessons
young adults can learn from

One of the more surprising successes of the year, Everything
Everywhere all at Once, is tough to describe in a single line, and that is
precisely what makes it so unique and enjoyable. The multiverse film
does a little of everything, and the filmmakers were very intentional
about breaking those boundaries and creating the kind of film they
wanted to make and see on their screens. This ties into both Nope and
Everything Everywhere in that just as filmmakers are taught to make
the movie they would enjoy, the same can be said for life and personal
character. To be the person you would enjoy is to be authentically
yourself, and as we see with these films, people take delight in what is
grounded in authenticity.
When we are each ourselves, a gate opens for others to be
themselves, and that is yet another thing we can take from the trending
films of the year. Nope succeeded Everything Everywhere, and both
were followed by The Black Phone, Smile, and Bullet Train. The
success of the earlier original films of the year excited audiences to take
a chance on the future ones, and the same can be said for people who
take the leap into being fully themselves. When a few dare to be
dynamic and wholly original, others will follow, and we unlock the
ability to see all that we as humans can be.

The credits of another original film from this year, Mack and Rita.
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HSG at
Spooky Zoo
By: Gabriella Hoover
This year, Lincoln Park Zoo’s
Spooky Zoo event took place on

dressed up in costumes and excited to get some candy - even the
parents!
We had a mountain of candy to give away, so we were not stingy
with how much we gave each kid. Nothing will top the ecstatic looks
on the kids’ faces as we filled their bags with multiple handfuls of
candy. We had kind of a slow start in the morning, with a relatively
short line, but things quickly started to pick up about an hour into the

Saturday, October 22nd. It was a
surprisingly warm morning when all
of our HSG volunteers arrived at the
Zoo at 9 am. The Zoo was decked
out in fall decorations and ready for
the Halloween festivities. After
checking in, we were greeted with
breakfast and hot coffee to enjoy
beforestarting the event setup
(personally, I was very thankful for
the coffee). Many volunteers showed
up in Halloween costumes, adding a
fun, festive, and spooky spirit to the
morning. After eating and receiving
our station assignments, we were off

A look into the Spooky Zoo festivities!
Photo Credit: Joana Diaz

to get our booth ready for all of the
trick-or-treaters.
When we arrived at our station,

event. At one point, we had a line so long that it spanned across

we saw that we had boxes and boxes

multiple animal exhibits in the Zoo. Eventually, our enormous pile of

of candy, Halloween pencils, and cat

candy was finished, and the event ended around 1 pm. I had a really

ears to give to the kids. We began to

fun time seeing all of the cute kids and costumes and how happy

unbox everything and place

they looked to get some Halloween candy. The Spooky Zoo is a

them on tables so we could quickly

yearly service tradition for HSG, and I would definitely recommend

and easily hand them out.

going next year if you can!

Trick-or-treaters of all ages and their
families began to eagerly line up
around 10:00 am. Everyone was
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Everyone’s favorite part of Honorable
Mentions, “Darndest Things” is back again!
These are just a few funny things we have overheard DePaul students,
staff, and Professors say this past quarter. If you’d like to contribute next
quarter with anything you overhear please email it to us at
hsgnewsletter@gmail.com!

● I wanted to look like Princess Diana, but I think
I’m giving more Guy Fieri vibes”
● “I think I’m allergic to being productive”
● “My goal in life to to finish a coloring book…one
day”
● “This weather is more confusing than my
homework”
● “My personal black friday will be getting one of
those DePaul holiday sweaters”
● “I think we should abolish calculators; we already
have phones”
● “With how much time I spend here I should change
my permanent address to be the JTR Library”
● “I watched Shrek 2 yesterday… doesn’t hit as
hard as it used to”
● “If you participate in retail therapy, you need real
15
therapy.”

Thanks for reading the
latest edition of
Honorable Mentions!
If you’d wish to participate
in our next edition,
make sure to email
hsgnewsletter@gmail.com

See you next quarter!
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